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25X1

Until 1950, Czechoslovekia used mostly Dutch and Belgian
shipping companies, expecially in trade with overseas countries.
Since 1950, however, Polish ships have been used wherever pos-
sible. Czechoslovakia has its own progrem for building ocean- 29X1
going ships. The first to be built under this program,
WRepublika," about 12,000 GRT, -was put into service recently
according to a broadcast of Radio Prague. The Czechs preferred
to ship internmational esir freight by KIM (Royal Dutch Airlinés).
Considerable shipping in Buropean trade is done through German
shipping end forwarding compenies. All shipping done through
German, Dutch and Belgian facilities was calculated in Czech
crowns. Payments for services were ineluded in the trade and
payment sgreements with the respective countries: Branch
offices abroad of Czech Metrans did not do much business on
.the company's own account, but were used more for finding and
supervising suitable transportation facilities.

25X1

I __ | The per- 25X1

centage of accidents on rsilroads appears to have increased
conslderably in the past few years. At the present tlme, )
the first task of the rail tramsportstion system is to incresse
the capacity of the west—east lines, and to speed the turn-
around of freight cars. It 1s generally believed that the p
Czech railway system is far more efficient that the Soviet. ¢
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25X1
Hiighway transport is still far behind rail tremsport. Big | 25X
tra »t trucks with trailers are still practically unknown,
but he proportion of transport moving by highways =~
‘has Increased compared with prewar traffic, All highway = 25X1

freight transport is controlled by a state monopoly called

Ceskoslovenska Automobilova Doprava (CSAD), which absorbed

all the private carriers and all highway.transport formerly

controlled by the state railways. The general management

18 in Prague, and there are several regional managements. .

CSAD also controls interurban passenger bus transport. . '

Local urban transport is provided by city transportation

corperations. There is a general move to restrict trans-

port by industry-owned facilitiles and concentrate all

trangport in CSAD.  There 1s still a directive to industry

to upe rail transport first, and'only when that is not

possible to use highway trapsport. Roads are in relatively S

good .condition, Many improvem ﬁ?s are under way, but 25X1
{

don't think any new highwaybjafg under construction except

short 1ihks to new plants, .

25X1
Inland water transport has practically nc importance’ 25X1
-internally. . There 1s international inland shipping on the
Danube to the Black Sea, on' the Elbe to Hamburg (which may
be significant in illegal czechvgzade with tHe West), and
a limited amount on the Oder ‘to:8zczecin. There are a few
: new@ﬁotof?boats which have been built. Shipyards are being ,
built at Komarno, Slovakia, under the Five Year Plan. | 25X1
 Komarno, which was previously owned by Skoda, . 25X1
has large orders from the USSR, ' This seems to be confirmed — o
by an article in Ceskoslovensky Svet, No. 42, of October
26, 1951 preporting the "enthusiasm" of workers bullding two'
1n1§ﬁﬂvwgter tankers for the Volga-Don canal system.
25X1
Airitranaport is insignificant s a freight carrier im 25X1
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